
 
 

PhD student Lisa Raeder awarded 
SWEA scholarship 
Lisa Raeder is the recipient of the 2022 Agneta and Gunnar Nilsson Scholarship for 
Intercultural Relations. She has been awarded USD 15,000 to enable her to continue 
her studies at the University of Edinburgh. 

 
After spending a few years as a freelance modern dancer in Sweden and abroad, 
Lisa Raeder decided to enrol for a university-level introductory course in gender 
studies. 
 
“I wanted to understand the societal consequences of gender roles, power structures 
and social phenomena such as contraceptive use,” she says.  

 
While Raeder was writing her master’s dissertation, for which she interviewed midwives 
who worked at youth clinics about their views on contraception and sexual health, a 
doctoral position at the University of Edinburgh was advertised. 

 
She says: “I applied and to my delight I got it. Now I want to carry on studying 
contraceptive methods from a biosocial and health science perspective, as 
well as taking hormone research into account more broadly.” 

 
Lisa Raeder was over the moon when news reached her that she was the recipient 
of this year’s Agneta and Gunnar Nilsson Scholarship for Intercultural Relations. 

 
“I’m thrilled and honoured that SWEA chose to award me this year’s scholarship,” she 
says. “Their support will give me the opportunity to pursue my doctoral studies at the 
University of Edinburgh. It’s an incredible feeling and so very close to my heart!” 

 
The jury’s citation reads: 

 
Lisa is engaged in research in a broad interdisciplinary area. She possesses 
knowledge, passion, and critical analytical skills – not to mention a burning passion 
for the entire spectrum that her research spans. Lisa’s project aims to cast light on 
the role played by hormonal contraceptives – and the normalising practices that 
surround them – in the creation of norms relating to gender, sexuality and femininity, 
and how these form perceptions of bodies, identities and health in a variety of cultural 
contexts. 

 
Lisa currently lives in Stockholm and is also a guest PhD researcher at 
Stockholm University. 



“I am excited about meeting Lisa and greatly look forward to following her research 
exploring a fascinating and perennial issue that is important to women around the 
world,” says Catarina Hansson, SWEA International President. 
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SWEA is a global network of Swedish and Swedish-speaking women who live – or have previously lived 
– outside of Sweden. With around 6,000 members in 70 chapters around the world, SWEA is the biggest 
non-profit organisation promoting Sweden outside of Sweden. SWEA makes donations and awards 
scholarships worth in excess of SEK 2 million (USD 200,000) every year. 
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